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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 DOHA 01392 171402Z 
ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 AF-08 ARA-10 EUR- 12 EA-09 NEA-10 ISO-OO 

ERDA-07 AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 CIEP-02 COME-OO DODE-OO 
FEAE-00 FPC-01 H-02 INR-07 INT-05 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 
OMB-01 PM-04 OES-06 SP-02 SS-15 STR-04 TRSE-00 
ACDA-10 PA-02 PRS-01 NSCE-00 SSO-OO INRE-00 /140W 

044009 /55 

OR 171258Z DEC 76 
FM AMEMBASSY DOHA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 2123 

INFO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 

RUFH 

S/AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 0111 
USINT BAGHDAD 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MANAMA 
AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY QUITO 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA 
USIA WASHDC 

UNCLAS DOHA 1392 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 DOHA 01392 171402Z 
TAGS: ENRG OPEC QA 

SUB J : OPEC MINISTERIAL: SAUDI ARABIA AND UAE IMPOSE THEIR WILL 

REF: DOHA 1384 

1 . IN A REMARKABLE PRESS CONFERENCE EARLY AFTERNOON DEC 17 
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SHAYKH AHMED ZAKI YAMANI CONVINCED EVERYONE THAT SAUDI ARABIA 
(AND ITS STAUNCH ALLY, THE UAE) WAS UNWILLING TO COMPROMISE 
ON THE PRICE ISSUE. HE SAID OTHER OPEC MEMBERS WERE WELCOME TO 
TRY TO IMPOSE HIGHER PRICES, BUT HE PREDICTED FAILURE SINCE 
SAUDI ARABIA'S PRODUCTION WOULD BE ALLOWED TO RISE IN RESPONSE 
TO DEMAND. 

2. YAMANI SAID THAT FIVE PERCENT PRICE INCREASE WOULD PROBABLY, 
BECAUSE OF SAUDI EXPECTATIONS REGARDING CONTINUED RECOVERY OF 
DC ECONOMIES, HOLD FOR ONE YEAR. NEVERTHELESS, HE DID NOT RULE 
OUT POSSIBILITY OF ANOTHER INCREASE LATER IN THE YEAR IF WORLD 
ECONOMIC CONDITIONS "REQUIRED" IT. 

3. YAMANI ALSO SAID THAT FUTURE SAUDI DECISIONS REGARDING OIL 
PRICES WILL DEFINITELY BE LINKED TO OUTCOME OF NORTH-SOUTH DIALOGUE 
AND TO PROGRESS IN RESOLVING ARAB-ISRAELI PROBLEM. 

4. A FINAL, SOMEWHAT SURPRISING POINT MADE BY YAMANI WAS THAT 
FAILURE OF MINISTERS TO REACH UNANIMOUS DECISION DID NOT MEAN 
THE BREAK-UP OF OPEC. HE EVEN SAID THAT NOT ONLY DID OPEC NEED 
SAUDI ARABIA BUT THAT SAUDI ARABIA NEEDS OPEC. 

5. SHORTLY AFTER THE INTERVIEW, YAMANI DEPARTED DOHA FOR 
SAUDI ARABIA. 

PAGANELLI 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PETROLEUM, ECONOMIC CONDITIONS, PRESS CONFERENCES, PRICES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 17 DEC 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976DOPIA01392 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760464-0888 
From: DOHA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19761234/aaaabdcx.tel 

Line Count: 86 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 DOHA 1384 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: schwenja 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <22 JUN 2004 by hattaycs>; APPROVED <30 AUG 2004 by schwenja> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: OPEC MINISTERIAL: SAUDI ARABIA AND UAE IMPOSE THEIR WILL 
TAGS: ENRG, QA, SA, OPEC, (YAMANI, SHYKH AHMED ZAKI) 
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